Adult vaccination in EU member states: Decision-making structures, financing and vaccine impact

GERMANY

Decision-Making

Stakeholders: National Immunisation Technical Advisor Group
(NITAG), federal states government, Public Health Institute, health
insurers and licencing authority

Introducing a new vaccine: The NITAG guides the Ministry of
Health and federal states in making vaccine policy decisions,
with input from over 100 health insurers and the licensing
authority. Funding for new vaccines is slow, with political
intervention sometimes impeding the inclusion of innovative
vaccines recommended by NITAG. NITAG recommendations
(followed by financing within 3 months) may take years for new
innovative products.

Financing

Primary funding source: Health insurance primarily and private
financing for non-reimbursable vaccines eg. Travel vaccines.

Critical Financing Challenges: Constraint on healthcare costs,
which often overlooks the cost-effectiveness of vaccines.
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Landscape

The current vaccine funding and delivery system has been stable
since 2000, with minimal changes over the decades.

Future: Although vaccine financing in Germany remains uncertain,
no significant changes are anticipated in the funding approach.
During the COVID pandemic, the COVID-19 vaccine was 100% paid
for by the government, which was out of the budget of health
insurers. However, this was unique and has yet to be implemented
elsewhere.
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https://www.cl-ci.org/
https://www.sehealthpolicy.com/
https://vaccine-schedule.ecdc.europa.eu/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/7a7afb35-en/1/3/7/1/index.html?itemId=/content/publication/7a7afb35-en&_csp_=6cf33e24b6584414b81774026d82a571&itemIGO=oecd&itemContentType=book



